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What happens when a LEGO brick starts paying attention to how it’s being moved, tilted,
or combined with others?
At LEGO Group’s Smart Play showcase—and officially unveiled at Consumer Electronics Show
2026—the answer took shape as a familiar 2×4 brick that behaves in unfamiliar ways.

The Smart Brick looks like classic LEGO. Inside, it’s something else entirely.

A Classic Brick, Rebuilt From the Inside
The Smart Brick keeps the proportions children know by heart, yet hides a compact electronics stack
engineered to disappear into play. A custom ASIC chip powers proximity-based magnetic positioning,
accelerometers, LED arrays, and miniature speakers. The result: bricks and minifigures that react to
motion, light, and neighboring pieces.

No screens. No controllers. Just physical play that responds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOJx8nGi7IE 

How Smart Play Actually Works
Bricks That Recognize Each Other

LEGO developed a proprietary wireless system based on Bluetooth. Multiple smart bricks detect one
another and coordinate behavior in real time. Stack two compatible elements, and their lights sync.
Move a vehicle, and sound follows motion.

Smart Tags Set the Rules

Each set includes Smart Tags that define behavior. In a helicopter build, the tag cues rotor sounds
and lighting effects that rise and fall with actual movement. Tilt faster, and the audio responds. Stop,
and it settles.

The rules live in the brick, not on a tablet.

Smart Minifigures Join the Scene

Minifigures carry the same tiny chips, positioned magnetically. Place one near a vehicle or structure,
and the build reacts. A pilot enters the cockpit. A character steps into a base. The scene changes
without pressing a button.

Why LEGO Is Betting on Intelligence Without Screens
LEGO’s move cuts against the grain of children’s entertainment. Instead of pulling attention toward
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displays, Smart Play keeps hands busy with tangible objects. The intelligence sits inside the toy, not
between the child and a screen.

That choice matters. It preserves open-ended construction while layering in responsive storytelling.
Play remains physical, but gains timing, cause-and-effect, and feedback loops that once belonged
only to digital games.

It’s a rare middle ground: interactive play that never asks for an iPad.

Star Wars Leads the Launch
The first Smart Play sets arrive under the Star Wars banner. LEGO confirmed that Smart Play Star
Wars kits debut in March, with preorders opening this Friday. Familiar ships and scenes now react to
how they’re handled, not how they’re tapped.

More themes are expected to follow, though LEGO hasn’t announced a broader rollout yet.

What This Signals for the Future of Toys
Smart Brick isn’t about turning LEGO into a gadget brand. It’s about extending the language of play
without replacing it. The brick still stacks. The minifigure still fits in a hand. What changes is the
feedback.

Movement matters. Placement matters. Sequence matters.

For an industry caught between analog nostalgia and digital saturation, LEGO’s approach feels
deliberate—and quietly confident.

Curious to see how physical play evolves next? Keep an eye on Smart Play’s first wave this
spring, and watch how children respond when their bricks start responding back.
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More themes are expected to follow, though LEGO hasn’t announced a broader rollout yet.

What This Signals for the Future of Toys
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without replacing it. The brick still stacks. The minifigure still fits in a hand. What changes is the
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