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The complete history, famous members, and enduring mysteries of America's most notorious
collegiate society

What Is the Skull and Bones Society?

The Skull and Bones society stands as America's most notorious collegiate secret organization,
shrouded in mystery since its founding at Yale University in 1832. For nearly two centuries, this
exclusive brotherhood has captivated public imagination through its unique combination of secrecy,
ritual, and extraordinary influence.

Known formally as "The Order of Skull and Bones" and informally as "The Order" or "The
Brotherhood," this secret society is instantly recognizable by its iconic emblem—a skull and
crossbones accompanied by the number "322." According to society lore, this number references the
death of Greek orator Demosthenes in 322 BCE, symbolizing the end of Athenian democracy and
perhaps hinting at the society's philosophical underpinnings.

What distinguishes Skull and Bones from typical college fraternities is its remarkable concentration
of power, with members historically occupying positions at the highest levels of American
government, finance, media, intelligence services, and education. The society selects only 15 new
Yale seniors annually, creating an extremely exclusive membership that contributes to its mystique
and perceived influence.

The Secret Origins of Yale's Most Powerful Society

The Skull and Bones society was established in December 1832 by Yale senior William Huntington
Russell, alongside Alphonso Taft (father of future President William Howard Taft). Russell, having
recently returned from studies in Germany, was reportedly inspired by German student
organizations—particularly the "Burschenschaften" movement with its emphasis on philosophical
debate, symbolic rituals, and lifelong brotherhood bonds.

Originally named "The Eulogian Club" before adopting its more infamous moniker, the society was
founded with a specific mission: to create an elite network of Yale students united by loyalty,
discretion, and mutual advancement. From its inception, the society maintained strict secrecy about
its internal operations while simultaneously cultivating an aura of prestige and influence.

The Skull and Bones selection process has evolved significantly throughout its history:

1830s-1940s: Exclusively white Protestant males from elite backgrounds
1950s-1960s: Gradual inclusion of Catholic and Jewish students
1991: First admission of women after significant internal controversy
Modern era: Increased diversity, though still highly selective and prestige-oriented
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Prominent Skull and Bones Members Throughout History

The society's membership roster reads like a who's who of American power and influence across
generations:

U.S. Presidents

William Howard Taft (1878)

27th President and later Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

U.S. Presidents

George H.W. Bush (1948)

41st President, former CIA Director, Vice President

U.S. Presidents

George W. Bush (1968)

43rd President, former Texas Governor

Political Figures

John Kerry (1966)

Secretary of State, Presidential candidate, Senator

Political Figures

McGeorge Bundy (1940)

National Security Advisor to Kennedy and Johnson

Business Leaders

Frederick W. Smith (1966)

Founder and CEO of FedEx

Business Leaders
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Stephen A. Schwarzman (1969)

Co-founder of Blackstone Group, major philanthropist

Media&Literature

William F. Buckley Jr. (1950)

National Review founder, conservative intellectual

This extraordinary concentration of power within a single collegiate society has fueled both
legitimate inquiries and unfounded conspiracy theories about the organization's influence on
American policy and global affairs throughout its nearly 200-year history.

Inside "The Tomb": The Enigmatic Headquarters of Skull and
Bones

The physical hub of the Skull and Bones society is its headquarters building, known universally as
"The Tomb." Located at 64 High Street on Yale's campus, this imposing sandstone structure stands
as one of the university's most recognizable and mysterious landmarks since its construction in
1856.

The Tomb's architecture deliberately evokes secrecy and power through its windowless façade,
massive iron doors, and imposing presence. The building has been expanded several times over its
history, now encompassing approximately 16,000 square feet of interior space specifically designed
for the society's secret activities.

Architectural Features

�� Architectural Influence

Combines Egyptian, Greco-Roman, and Gothic elements in a fortress-like design meant to
intimidate and intrigue.

�� Entry Points

Features massive iron doors with elaborate locking mechanisms and reportedly has
underground access tunnels connecting to other Yale buildings.

�� Exterior Design

No windows on street-facing walls, several security cameras, and a courtyard completely
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hidden from public view.

Reported Interior Spaces

�� The Main Hall

A two-story meeting chamber with ritualistic layout, special seating arrangements, and
society symbols throughout.

�� Library& Archives

Contains member histories, society documents, and reportedly various artifacts collected
throughout the society's existence.

�� Dining Hall

Where members share ritual meals and engage in traditional society conversations and
debates.

�� The Crypt

A lower-level room reported to house various skulls, bones, and ceremonial items used in
society rituals.

Despite intense public curiosity, very few non-members have ever entered The Tomb, contributing to
the mystique surrounding the Yale Skull and Bones society. Yale campus tours specifically avoid
this building, and university officials generally decline to discuss it in official capacities.

Secret Rituals and Ceremonies of the Order

The rituals of the Skull and Bones society remain among its most closely guarded secrets. While
members take oaths of silence, various accounts from former members, witnesses, and historical
documents have provided glimpses into the organization's ceremonial practices.

The Selection Process: "Tapping"

Membership begins with "tapping"—the society's distinctive selection protocol. Occurring each April,
current Bonesmen physically tap chosen juniors on the shoulder and offer the cryptic invitation:
"Skull and Bones: Do you accept?" The selected student must provide an immediate answer, with
acceptance binding them to secrecy and participation in all society activities.

The tapping process has evolved from an originally public campus ceremony to a more discreet
approach, though the fundamental ritual remains unchanged after nearly two centuries.
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Initiation Ceremonies

Based on multiple accounts, the Skull and Bones initiation ritual includes several distinct
elements that blend theatrical, psychological, and traditional components:

⚰ The Coffin Ritual

Initiates reportedly lie in a coffin and recount their personal and sexual histories to other
members—a ritual called "connubial bliss."

�� Symbolic Rebirth

Various accounts describe a mock birth ceremony where initiates emerge from a coffin,
symbolizing their rebirth as Bonesmen.

�� Skeletal Encounter

Initiates allegedly must kiss a skull during ceremonies—claimed by some to be that of Native
American leader Geronimo, which prompted a 2009 lawsuit.

�� Oath Taking

Members swear lifelong loyalty oaths to the society and its members, pledging secrecy about
all internal activities.

�� New Identity

Each new member receives a ritual name or identity used within society meetings and
communications.

�� Psychological Elements

Initiation reportedly includes psychological techniques designed to create strong emotional
bonds between members.

Ongoing Meeting Traditions

Once initiated, Bonesmen participate in regular meetings and activities throughout their senior year:

�� Twice-Weekly Gatherings

Members meet every Thursday and Sunday evening for discussions, rituals, and society
business.

�� Structured Debates
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Sessions reportedly include formal debates on philosophical, political, and ethical topics, with
specific society protocols governing these discussions.

�� Member Presentations

Each Bonesman delivers autobiographical presentations to the group throughout the year,
building deeper connections between members.

These rituals serve multiple purposes within the Skull and Bones organization: they build intense
loyalty between members, reinforce the society's exclusivity, and create shared experiences that
bond members across generations.

The Real Power& Influence Networks of Yale's Elite Brotherhood

Beyond its secretive rituals, the true significance of the Skull and Bones society lies in its
remarkable concentration of power and influence. The society's members have historically occupied
key positions throughout American institutions, creating a network effect that continues to benefit
new generations of Bonesmen.

Professional Network Benefits

�� Career Advancement

Members gain access to exclusive job opportunities and accelerated promotion paths across
industries.

�� Financial Support

The society reportedly maintains investment funds and support mechanisms for members'
ventures.

�� Institutional Access

Members gain introductions to key decision-makers in politics, finance, media, and academia.

Spheres of Influence

�� Government& Politics

The 2004 presidential election featured Bonesmen as both major candidates (Bush and
Kerry), highlighting the society's political reach.

�� Wall Street& Finance

Members occupy leadership positions at major investment banks, hedge funds, private equity
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firms, and financial regulatory bodies.

�� Academia& Education

Many members return to elite universities as administrators, professors, and trustees,
shaping educational institutions.

The society's influence extends beyond individual members to create powerful intergenerational
bonds. Senior Bonesmen often serve as mentors and sponsors for junior members, reinforcing
institutional connections across decades and administrations.

Historian and journalist Alexandra Robbins, who extensively researched the Skull and Bones
secret society for her book "Secrets of the Tomb," concluded: "They do have certain values that
they wish to spread throughout society. That's not the same as saying that they're trying to rule the
world or control the world."

Skull and Bones: Separating Conspiracy Theories from Reality

Few organizations have inspired as many conspiracy theories as the Skull and Bones society. The
combination of secrecy, powerful members, and ritualistic practices creates a perfect environment
for speculation and misinformation. To understand the true nature of this Yale brotherhood, it's
essential to separate documented facts from unfounded claims.

Common Conspiracy Claims Evidence-Based Reality
The society controls world events and
manipulates global politics

Members hold influential positions, but no
evidence supports coordinated global
manipulation

Skull and Bones is directly connected to the
Illuminati

No credible historical evidence links the two
organizations

The society orchestrated major historical events
like the JFK assassination

Claims rely on circumstantial connections rather
than substantive evidence

The society operates as a shadow government
with control over the CIA

While members have served in intelligence roles,
no evidence shows organizational control

The group's treasury holds billions in assets that
influence global markets

The society has financial resources, but claims of
market-moving wealth are unsubstantiated

Most serious researchers who have investigated the Yale Skull and Bones organization conclude
that its primary function is networking and relationship building rather than global conspiracy. Its
influence stems from the connections between members who individually attain positions of power,
not from coordinated control of world events.

As former Washington Post journalist Alexandra Robbins concluded after extensive research: "Are
they a global conspiracy? No. Do they have undue influence? Yes. Are they worth paying attention
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to? Absolutely."

The Modern Skull and Bones Society: Still Relevant Today?

Despite being nearly two centuries old, the Skull and Bones society continues to operate at Yale
University, selecting 15 new members annually. However, the organization has evolved significantly
in recent decades to adapt to changing social norms and increased public scrutiny.

Key Modern Developments

Gender Integration (1991)

After significant controversy and alumni opposition, women were first admitted in 1991,
fundamentally changing the society's character.

Increased Diversity

Modern cohorts reflect greater racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and international diversity than
historical membership.

University Relationship

Yale's administration now maintains more oversight of the society than in previous eras,
requiring compliance with university policies.

Challenges in the Digital Era

Information Leaks

Smartphones and social media have made maintaining strict secrecy increasingly difficult,
with occasional photos and details emerging online.

Changed Campus Culture

Today's Yale students often view traditional societies with more skepticism, though Skull and
Bones still attracts prominent campus leaders.

Institutional Competition

New professional networks, online platforms, and career development resources have
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reduced the society's monopoly on elite connections.

According to recent Yale graduates and campus observers, the Skull and Bones organization
today functions more as a prestigious leadership society and networking opportunity than the
shadowy power broker of popular imagination. While its historical significance and wealthy alumni
network ensure ongoing relevance, its mystique has diminished somewhat in the information age.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Skull and Bones Society
How does someone get selected for the Skull and Bones society?

Selection is based on a combination of campus leadership positions, academic achievement, family
connections, athletic prominence, and diverse perspectives. Each existing Bones class selects the
next cohort through a consensus process. While historically dominated by legacy connections,
modern selection places greater emphasis on campus influence and diverse backgrounds.

What actually happens during Skull and Bones meetings?

According to various accounts from former members, meetings typically include ceremonial
elements, discussions on philosophical and political topics, sharing of personal information (the
"connubial bliss" sessions), and networking activities. The society maintains traditions dating back to
the 1830s, though these have evolved over time. Regular meetings occur twice weekly throughout
the members' senior year.

Does the Skull and Bones society control world events?

No credible evidence supports claims that Skull and Bones orchestrates global events as an
organization. However, the concentration of members in positions of influence does create informal
networks that can impact decision-making in business, politics, and other fields. The society
functions more as a networking organization than a coordinated global conspiracy.

Is it true that Skull and Bones stole Geronimo's skull?

This claim stems from a 1918 letter from Winter Mead (a Bonesman) suggesting that members took
"the skull of Geronimo the terrible" from his grave. In 2009, Geronimo's descendants filed a lawsuit
over these claims, but the case was dismissed. Yale and the society deny possessing the skull, and
forensic evidence suggests Geronimo's remains were likely undisturbed. However, the society does
allegedly possess various other skulls and bones used in ceremonies.

How much wealth and financial power does the society control?
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While the society itself maintains assets including its headquarters building and some endowment
funds, its financial power comes primarily through its member network rather than direct
institutional control. Individual Bonesmen have achieved significant wealth in finance, industry, and
other sectors, but claims of the society controlling trillions in assets or manipulating global markets
lack substantiation.

How has the Skull and Bones society changed in modern times?

Significant modern changes include: gender integration (women admitted since 1991), increased
racial and socioeconomic diversity, reduced emphasis on legacy admissions, greater university
oversight, adaptation to digital-age scrutiny, and evolving campus perceptions. While maintaining its
core traditions, the society has needed to adapt to contemporary social norms and expectations.

The Skull and Bones secret society remains a fascinating intersection of American history, power,
privilege, and mythology. While its influence has undoubtedly shaped aspects of American
institutional development, particularly in the late 19th and 20th centuries, many popular perceptions
of the society blend fact with fiction.

As American society continues to evolve toward greater transparency and diverse leadership, the
future of this distinctive Yale institution will depend on its ability to balance tradition with adaptation
to changing social expectations. What seems certain is that as long as it continues to operate, Skull
and Bones will remain an object of fascination, speculation, and study for those interested in the
nature of power, privilege, and secrecy in American life.

About This Comprehensive Guide

This definitive exploration of the Skull and Bones society was meticulously researched using publicly
available information, historical records, academic sources, and interviews with historians
specializing in American secret societies and Yale University traditions. Last updated November 2023
to include the most current information about this historic institution.

https://youtu.be/p-yvT8DEdxA 
The secret of Skyll and Bones Secret Society 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD-JttocUzk 
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